Welding Careers Abroad
Due Date:
Purpose: (Learning Objectives) To acquaint yourself with welding careers abroad, viewing through the lens of a trades person that may work abroad as labor or management, a trades person working domestically in competition with overseas companies, and/or as a tradesman working domestically with other workers who have immigrated to this country.  It is important to have a global awareness as a trades person utilizing a skill used internationally in a variety of industries.
TLDR:  Research welding jobs overseas and write a paper on what you have learned.  
Skills: The purpose of this assignment is to help you practice the following skills essential for success in the welding trade
· Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  It is important to understand the impacts of your actions on others and the environment both locally and globally.
· Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
· Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of decisions.  Understanding global connections will aid in sound decision making.
· Demonstrate creativity and innovation. Researching industries located abroad provides insight to domestic industries and may lead to innovation.
· Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  Understanding global industries aids in planning and considers possible positive and negative consequences for different courses of action.
Knowledge: This assignment will also help you become familiar with the following important content knowledge:
· Careers abroad in welding
· Manufacturing techniques and /or welding equipment used abroad 
Task:
Select a country abroad (industrialized, developing, or third world).  Using internet search engines, search .com, .gov, and .net for welding positions, careers, and/or training centers in the selected country.
Typical questions to find the answer to are: What industries use welding?  How many people are employed? Are there any videos on YouTube of these industries?  Are there interviews with workers? What standard of living do welders have? What welding processes and equipment is used? What level of training do the welders receive? Is the workforce local, or are specialists brought in to work? Are these industries in competition with domestic companies? 
After you have found all the information available, reflect on how it relates to you.  If you have a co-worker or classmate from the country/industry you have researched, have you gained a clearer understanding of them?  Do you see any possibility of yourself travelling abroad to work as a welder, trainer, or supervisor? Do you think domestic industries would benefit from researching industries abroad? Were you surprised with any of the information you discovered?  
Write a one-page paper describing what you have learned and how you will use this information.  
Criteria for Success:
A successful paper will address most of the following:
· Be thoughtfully written and may compare feelings or beliefs held before and after research was conducted.  
· Describe the industry, products/services
· Discuss the workforce personnel, their training, the tasks they do, and their standard of living
· Describe the equipment and processes used
· Describe the market relationship with any comparable domestic industries (are they a competitor or a supplier, etc.?).
· A successful paper will contain a minimum of 500 words (not including references)
· A successful paper will list all sources
· This is not an English class; however, good grammar and proper composition are appreciated.
A less than successful paper is characterized by the following:
· No reflection on how the information affects the writer (that’s you)
· Does not discuss the workforce personnel in any manner
· Simply copies suggested questions and gives an answer
· Does not list any information sources
