
Powerful Learning: Fostering Agency,  
Purpose, and Curiosity Through Connection

Redesigning Education for a  
Changing World

As emerging technologies rapidly reshape our world, 

education systems face a dual mandate: preparing learners 

with new future-ready skillsets alongside strategically and 

responsibly integrating new technologies into learning. 

This moment invites us to design educational systems that 

are grounded in both human connection and evidence 

from educational research.

The primary obstacle to scaling student success is not a lack of research or a shortage of tools, but a 

fragmented vision that fails to align research, practice, and technology. While public education possesses 

isolated “pockets of excellence,” the absence of a shared blueprint, organized knowledge, and equitably 

distributed resources prevents these successful environments from scaling system-wide. Without 

a coherent, shared vision, well-intentioned efforts across education systems result in disconnected 

approaches that fail to move the needle for the learners who need it most.

Cultivating Future-Ready Knowledge, Skills, and Dispositions

A Shared Vision for Future-Ready Learners

To navigate this horizon, Digital Promise offers the Powerful Learning Framework—an approachable 

synthesis of educational research that provides a common language and a shared vision for excellence. 

Rather than prescriptive rules, the framework centers human connection—driven by agency, purpose, 

and curiosity—to empower learners with future-ready knowledge, skills, and dispositions. 

Connection: Learning 

occurs when learners 

make connections 

to ideas, themselves, 

others, and place.

Learner

Agency: Learners build 

knowledge through action, 

choice, and voice. 

Purpose: Learners have the 

opportunity to develop an 

authentic and meaningful 

contribution. 

Curiosity: Learners explore 

new ideas and experiences to 

better understand their world.

https://digitalpromise.org


Read the full paper at  

DigitalPromise.org/Powerful-Learning
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Shaping the Future Together

Educators, system leaders, technology developers, 
and policymakers can use Powerful Learning as a 
shared guidepost to examine current practices and 
engage in essential dialogue on shifting classroom 
and system-level conditions—uniting partners 
across the entire educational ecosystem.

Cultivating the Conditions for Scale

Scaling Powerful Learning experiences requires looking beyond individual classrooms to the broader 

educational ecosystem. To realize this, responsibility must be shared across the system: 

At the Instructional Level: 

Educators and designers 

focus on cultivating specific 

practices and strategies 

that directly shape the 

classroom experience, 

addressing the unique 

needs of each learner.

At the Systems Level:  

State leaders and systems 

leaders must intentionally 

design the enabling 

conditions—policies, resource 

distribution, and infrastructure—

needed to sustain these 

practices system-wide.

Through Technology:  

Developers must thoughtfully 

design educational 

technology so that it is 

evidence-based, learner-

centered, and skill-building for 

users at the instructional and 

systems levels.
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